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28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 
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Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 
gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 
students, each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 
opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

   
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Apr. 9  –  Welcome Back!   
Apr. 13  –  Forgotten Harvest, BTC, 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Apr. 17  –  Half Day of School, a.m. only 
Apr. 17  –  Afternoon and evening Parent Teacher 
                  Conferences; Baylor and BTC 
Apr. 18 - Autsim Awareness Walk, Burger Transition 
               Center; 1:05 - 2:05 p.m. 
Apr. 20  –  Forgotten Harvest, BTC, 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Apr. 24  –  Night Riders Vs. Staff Basketball Game 
                Garden City Middle School gym; 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Save the Date: Alumni Night, May 10, 2018. 
- Burger Transition Center Gym, 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Burger Night Riders Basketball 
 

The annual Night Riders versus Staff basketball 
game is scheduled for Tuesday, April 24th. The game 
will tip off at 6:00 p.m. in the Garden City Middle 
School gym. More than 20 current students and some 
recent graduates have been practicing for weeks. 
Come watch them show off their skills. Volunteers 
are needed to play on the staff side of the ball. Staff 
who would like to volunteer to play should email 
Dennis Allison.   
 

 

BASA Blog 
 

Hello Burger families! BASA has some fun 
upcoming events for our families. Family 
Skate Night at Riverside Arena in Livonia 
is Friday, April 13th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. This 
event is free for Burger students, staff and 
their families. This is a family event and 
students are not to be dropped off.  We will 
also have a BASA general meeting at the 
Transition Center for our parents and staff on  
Wednesday April 18th at 6:30pm. See what 
BASA has in the plans for our students and 
their classrooms. Look for flyers to come 
home in your students back pack. We hope to 
see you and your families. 

 
Happy Spring! We had a great month of 
reading this past March. Our theme was Super 
Heroes. We read about super heroes and 
solved super hero riddles. Our reading month 
got started with a guest reader from the 
Inkster Fire Department. We also had Batman 
and Elsa come in and read and sing songs 
with us. We were also able to give each 
student their own comic book. If your child 
enjoyed their comic book, then they can go to 
Back to the Past Comic Book Store, who 
donated the comic books, on May 5th for free 
comic book day! Even though reading month 
is over, continue being super readers! Keep 
Reading! 
Ms. Erin - Librarian  
 



 
 

Making Community Experiences 
Successful for Your Child 

 

Does your child have a difficult time 
participating in new community 
experiences?  Things like going to the 
doctor, the dentist, getting a haircut, or 
going trick-or-treating?  Below are some 
tips to help make that experience more 
tolerable and maybe even pleasurable 
for everyone! 
We will use getting a haircut as our 
scenario.  The key is to prepare your 
child for the experience well in advance 
to increase chances of a good outcome. 
  

Begin as soon in advance as you can to 
start preparing your child for the event. 
 Set a date on the calendar for the 
haircut.  Share that date with your child 
with visual supports meaning to use a 
calendar that identifies the event.  It 
could be just circled or a picture of a 
person getting a haircut can be glued on 
that date.  Hang in an area that is often 
visible to your child.  Purchase a spray 
bottle and expose to spraying and being 
sprayed with water.  Be sure to speak to 
the person cutting your child’s hair in 
advance. Communicate your child’s 
limitation and needs to help make it a  
successful experience.  Read a social 
story about the event.  Watch a video 
together of someone getting a haircut. 
 Purchase a cape and hang in area that 
is commonly seen.  Describe that 
people who get a haircut wear a cape.  
Introduce wearing the cape around the 
house.   
As soon as you are able, take your child 
with you and drive by the location in 
which they will get their haircut.    After 

multiple tolerable/successful “drive-
by’s”, try parking, getting out of the car 
and looking through the window, 
watching others get a haircut.  Once that 
is comfortable for your child, drive to the 
location, park and go inside to sit in the 
waiting area to watch others get a 
haircut.  Continue to advance practice to 
incorporate sitting in the chair, going up 
and down in chair, holding the clippers, 
etc.     
When the “big” day arrives, It might be 
helpful to bring something to either 
distract them, such as technology, or 
something as a reward.  Often times a 
visual of first/ then might help.  “First”we 
get a haircut, “Then” we 
_____________.  (Filled in with 
something that will motivate your child).  
  

These recommendations in preparing 
your child for a new experience can be 
adapted to any new or difficult 
community experience to promote a 
successful outing for all.  
 

 
 

Avengers and Guardians of the 
Galaxy Movie 

 

By Jonathan Walker 
 

A new Marvel movie, “Avengers: Infinity 
War” is coming to theaters April 27, 2018. 
It is the nineteenth film in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. A vicious villain, 
Thanos, is trying to collect the Infinity 
Stones. He will stop at nothing until he get 
what he wants. The Avengers and the 
Guardians of the Galaxy must work 
together to stop that ruthless tyrant, 
Thanos, before his onslaught of 
destruction puts an end to the universe. 
Will the Avengers defeat Thanos? Find 



out when this anticipated movie comes to 
the movie theaters soon. 
 

 
 

Earth Day 
 

by Charles Lambert 
 

Earth Day is April 22nd. This 

holiday started in 1970 to get 

people aware of pollution and 

environmental issues. Pollution of 

all kinds are dangerous for the 

ecosystem, causing many species of 

animals to become ill. One important 

aspect is ozone depletion. Ozone 

depletion is caused by chloro-fluro 

carbons. This type of man made gas 

causes ozone depletion along with 

other man made gasses. As the ozone 

becomes weaker, the ultraviolet rays 

become stronger. This is the culprit 

behind skin cancer. The polar 

icecaps are also melting, causing 

the sea level to rise. People are 

also diminishing the size of the 

rainforest by using too much wood as 

fuel and destroying forests to grow 

crops. There is still hope though! 

To prevent severe environmental 

damage, we can: 

increase awareness make the forests  

national parks to protect them, 

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle more 

often. 

If we harm are planet more and more, 

we won't have a planet to live on 

anymore! Earth is the ONLY KNOWN 

planet that has life on it. Save the 

Earth today! 
 

 
 

Autism Awareness 
 

by Maziko Chimabyo and Publications B 
 

April 2nd is the eleventh annual 
celebration of World Autism Awareness 
Day. The hash tag is #lightitupblue. Many 
places were lit with blue lights, including 
sports stadiums, famous building like the 
Empire State Building, White House and 
the Eiffel Tower. The month of April is 
Autism Awareness Month. We will have a 
walk for autism awareness later in April. 

 

 
 

THE HISTORY OF XANADU 
 

by Brandon Davis 
 

Is it just me, or does everyone love 

roller skating, jazz, and 80's rock-

&-roll. So what would happen if you 

turn an abandoned club into a place 

where jazz & rock collided and skate 

as if you're flying high? That place 

is known as Xanadu. For those who 
don't know, Xanadu is a 1980 film 
that is filled with romance, fantasy, 

passion, and music. Universal Studios 

took inspiration from the city of 



Xanadu from the Kubla Khun poem by 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge as well as 

the film Down to Earth (1947), on 
which the plot for this movie was 

based. The film stars Olivia Newton-

John(Grease, 1978), Gene 
Kelly(Singin' In The Rain, 1952), and 
Michael Beck(The Warriors, 1979). 
Besides the actors, the biggest stars 

of the film are the people who 

created the music. Those artists 

include The Electric Light Orchestra, 

Cliff Richard, The Tubes, and Olivia 

Newton-John, of course. Oh yeah, I 

almost forgot to mention that Don 

Bluth (AN American Tail, All Dogs Go 
To Heaven) and his animation team 
made an animated scene with both 

Olivia and Michael transforming into 

fishes, birds, and back into people. 

I thought that was awesome.  

Production began when it was 

conceived as a low-budgeted roller-

skating movie. Many A-list actors 

joined the production. As time 

progressed, it became a much bigger 

project than expected, while still 

having the roller-skating moments, 

including at the end of the picture. 

One of the earliest plot points was 

when Sonny was painting the nine 

muses on a brick wall and they came 

to life to help him fulfill his 

personal dreams. 

Gene Kelly, who played Danny McGuire, 

at one point didn't want to do any 

dance numbers in this film, but the 

film makers really wanted him to do 

it for the film. He agreed to do so, 

but on one condition: he would do it 

on a closed soundstage with only 

himself, Olivia, a camera operator, 

the director of photography, and 

Kenny Ortega present. That song/dance 

number was, “Whenever You're Away 

From Me." 

The film was released on August 8th, 

1980 and it didn't start out beloved. 

It was given mixed/negative reviews 

by critics for being a mushy musical, 

having a confusing story, and being 

desperately stylish. It was the 

inspiration for the Golden Raspberry 

Awards to dishonor the worst movies 

of the year. The film cost $20 

million and grossed $22.8 million 

(that's pretty low for a film).  

Despite all of that, as the years 

passed, Xanadu has developed a cult 
audience. The movie soundtrack was a 

huge hit, the song, “Magic” became 

one of Olivia's biggest songs in her 

career, and it ended up having it's 

own Broadway show. If this film 

taught us anything, is that it's not 

about the critics, it's the audience 

who are the final judges. I think 

Xanadu is a cinematic classic.   
 

 
 

Spring Break  
 

by Stephen Wira 
 

My family went to Orlando, Florida over 
Spring Break. Orlando is called the, 
"Theme Park Capitol of the World" and 
has the nickname, "The City Beautiful." 
We drove there and stayed at the Sheraton 
Vistana Resort. I really liked their 
swimming pool. We stopped in Georgia to 
stay the night on our way down to Florida. 
We stayed in a hotel in Knoxville, 
Tennessee when we were driving home. 
Another place we went to was Cocoa 
Beach, Florida. It was a great vacation. I 
hope everyone else had a good  Spring 
Break! 

 


